
 

 

Summer 2024 Newsletter 
American Legion Edward L. Grant Post 75 

Franklin, MA 
 

Welcome to the first edition of our Post’s newsletter.  It is the 
intent of your Post to publish this newsletter once a quarter to 
keep all Post members informed of activities of the Post.   
We recognize that many of our members do not attend Post 
meetings, and a large number do not have email ability, so for those 
folks, this Newsletter will be mailed. 
 
Fallen Veteran’s Ceremonies 

 
Those of you who have visited 
the beautiful Franklin Memorial 
area on the Town Common know 
that there are 45 granite 
columns, one for each of our 
veterans who died serving their 
country.  Beginning in January 
this year, your Post, in 
association with the Franklin 
VFW post holds a Remembrance 
Ceremony for each one of the 
45 fallen heroes on the date of 
their death at 9:00 AM. at their 
monument. 
 
We have conducted 26 of these 
ceremonies thus far, and in 
August we will hold 4 more, 
including 2 on August 15th.  Here 
is a picture of the wreath that is 
placed by the marker for the 
day.   The veteran’s history is 
recited, a prayer is read in his honor, and a salute from all present 
along with TAPS played is rendered.  You are all invited to attend 
any of these ceremonies.  Contact Commander Dick Hynes at 508-
735-5509 for the schedule. 



 

Post Elections 
 

At our June Post meeting, we held our annual elections.  Your 
officer Corps for the 2024 - 2025 year is as follows: 
 
 Post Commander    Dick Hynes 
 Senior Vice Commander  John Milot   
 Junior Vice Commander  John Hefele 
 Finance Officer    Dave LaBonte 
 Chaplain     Bob Markunis 
 Sgt At Arms                       Dawn Anderson 
 Veterans Service Officer  Shannon Nisbett 
 Historian     Steve Szilniczky 
 Quartermaster    Frank Coughlin 
 
Strawberry Stroll 

 
Once again, your Post 
participated in the Strawberry 
Stroll on June 7.  It is a 
wonderful event, where we get to 
show the town some of our 
activities and meet other 
veterans.  The Franklin Harvest 
Festival will be held in the coming 
months!  Come down and see your 
post in action. 

 
 

Veteran Funeral Flag Support 
 

When a Franklin Veteran’s 
funeral is held in town, your Post, 
with assistance from the VFW, at 
6:30 AM puts up all the flags 
downtown to honor them. The 
flags remain up until 3:30 PM, 
when they are removed.  It 
requires 2-3 members for raising 
them and lowering them.   Jr. Vice 
Commander John Hefele sends out 
email notification when we are 
required to provide this service.  If you can assist with raising the 
flags in the morning or retiring them in the afternoon, that would 
be a great help to the Post. 
 



 

Bob Catalano 
 

Franklin’s Oldest WWII Vet and Our Post’s Senior Member 
 

Robert R. Catalano, 101, of Franklin, 
died on February 12, 2024, 
surrounded by his family in the home 
he had lived in for his entire life. 
 
He was born on October 28, 1922, the 
youngest son of Fortunato and 
Pasqualina (Grosso) Catalano. Bob 
was a lifelong Franklin resident, 
other than his time in the South 
Pacific during World War II. 
 
He was a graduate of Franklin High 
School Class of 1940. He worked as a 
welder at the Quincy Shipyard after 
graduation and then enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy where he was sent to the 
Pacific Theater as an Underwater 
Welding Specialist. He was awarded 
the World War II Victory Medal, the 
American Theater Metal, the Asiatic-
Pacific Medal, the Philippine 
Liberation Medal and the Unit #2205 Commendation. He was 
honorably discharged from the Navy in 1946.  
 
Bob was a lifelong communicant of St. Mary's Parish in Franklin, 
where he served as the Head Usher for 40 years, finally retiring 
at age 97. 
 
Bob was a proud Lifetime member of the Franklin V.F.W. Post 3402, 
the Franklin American Legion Post 75, and was a Fourth Degree 
Knight of the Knights of Columbus. Bob was a former two term 
Town Councilor. There was a large crowd for Bob’s funeral at St. 
Mary’s Church. He was buried with full Military Honors, rendered 
by your Post at St. Mary’s cemetery. 
 
Bobby ALWAYS had a smile on his face.  We miss you, Bobby. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Color Guard at the Annual “Homes For Troops” Fundraiser 
 
Your Post was once again 
requested to provide a 
Color Guard for the 
annual “Homes For Troops” 
fundraising golf outing at 
the Franklin Country Club 
on August 5th.  With over 
100 golfers participating, 
this organization raises 
funds and provides homes 
for disabled troops.  Two 
of the recipients of these 
homes were present at the 
ceremony this year.  The 
Color Guard consisted of 
John Milot, Joe Landry, Pat Doyle, Dawn Anderson, and Dick Hynes.  
Thank you for providing this service to a great cause. 

 
Regular Post Meetings 

 
Post meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month at 
7:00 PM at the Franklin T.V. Station at 23 Hutchinson Street.  (The 
old Turco and Pisano Market!) It is a beautiful facility.  We would 
love to see you there. 
 

Newsletter & Email Contacts: 
 

 Dick Hynes, Commander 508-735-5509 
John Hefele, Jr. Vice Commander  508-528-7578 

  Joe Landry, Adjutant. 508-725-7693 
 
 
 


